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Infrastructure Development is a catalyst of sustainable economic activity and prosperity. Over the 
last 5 years the Free State Department 
of Public Works and Infrastructure has 
diligently carried out a its mandate, 
creating and maintaining key aspects of 
infrastructure that have kept the Free 
State Province on an upward trajectory 
towards defeating the stubborn 
challenges of poverty, unemployment 
and inequality. 
Through the implementation of 
public employment programmes such 
as the widely-appreciated Expanded 
Public Works Programme, the 
department has created thousands 
of work and training opportunities 
that keep residents of the Free State 
confident that  they have a Government 
that is committed to realising the ideal 
of creating a better life for all.  
Through our aggressive 
infrastructure development and 
EPWP initiatives, the Department 
has successfully completed over 242 
capital projects, spent over R1.7 billion 
and created over 295 thousand work 
opportunities, reaching communities 
across the entire Free State. Through the 
Township Revitalisation Programme, 
the Department has paved over 70 
kilometres of 16 township streets. 
In assisting municipalities to sustain 
service delivery, the Department 
has paid an amount of over R1.6 
billion for Rates and Taxes; and this 
was all achieved between the period 
2009/2010 and 2014/2015. 
The core functions of the 
Department are:
• the planning, design, construction 
and maintenance of social and 
economic infrastructure;
• the management of provincial 
government owned property and 
facilitation of rented property;
• the provision of Provincial 
Government office accommodation;
• the coordination, implementation 
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Left: MEC D. Kotzee of Public Works & Infrastructure
Right: MEC Dora Kotzee of Public Works & Infrastructure and MEC Benny Malakoane of the Departmnet of Health in the Free Sate 
Province inspect one of the machines at the newly built ICU, Pelonmi Hospital in Bloemfontein.
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and monitoring compliance to the 
EPWP principles; and
• the provision of Security Services in 
buildings occupied by more than 
one Department.
In collaboration with other 
departments, the Department has 
implemented infrastructure projects 
across all sectors in the context of 
the Government priorities of health, 
education, the fight against crime, 
the creation of decent work, rural 
development and land reform. These 
include new and special schools, 
hospitals, libraries, community halls, 
multi-purpose centres and crèches. 
Below we highlight some examples:
1. The Seisa Ramabodu 
Stadium in Rocklands, Mangaung 
Situated at the heart of the 
Mangaung Metro and home “Siwelele” 
Bloemfontein Celtics Football Club, the 
magnificent Seisa Ramabodu Stadium 
underwent a R340 million make-over. 
The stadium was demolished in 2012 
after the pitch was deemed unsafe by 
the management of the Premier Soccer 
League (PSL) in 2011. 
The new stadium has the following 
features:
• a world class roofed 18,000 seater 
multi-sport facility;
• eight kiosks constructed within the 
parameters of the stadium to cater 
for small and informal enterprises 
who wish to sell to stadium patrons 
during sporting events;  
• a new water efficient reticulation 
system;
• upgrades to the tennis court; 
• the construction of new running 
tracks;
• paving in and around the stadium; 
• A new covered VIP / Media area; 
and  
• new security offices and ticketing 
offices. 
Over 541 work opportunities were 
created during the course of the project. 
Of those, 127 were local unskilled 
labourers who were given training and 
then contributed to the construction of 
the new stadium. R12m was spent on 
empowering local businesses and R17m 
was outsourced to BEE companies. This 
demonstrates the aggression at which 
the Department is pursuing the radical 
economic transformation agenda. We 
are proud to have completed the project 
and are officially handing it over to the 
Department of Sports, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation on 21 October 2015. 
2. The Albert Nzula Hospital 
in Trompsburg, Xhariep
The brand new R380 million 
District Hospital is situated along the 
busy National Road N1, which is the 
main route between two major cities 
Bloemfontein and Colesberg. The 
Hospital features:
• an administration block; 
• male and female wards with 74 
beds and a linen bank;
• a maternity section and a paediatric 
ward;
• Emergency Medical Services and 
operating theatres;
• rehabilitation and occupational 
therapy; 
• an Out-Patients Department ;
• an X-Ray department;
• a pharmacy;
• kitchens; a mortuary; and  
• a beautiful staff housing complex, 
including revamped roads and 
attractive landscaping.
This project provided over 8779 
work opportunities. 
The hospital will greatly benefit the 
Xhariep District providing accessto 
health care of premium quality without 
travelling long distances. Motorists 
traveling on the busy N1, which 
has a significantly high incidence of 
accidents, will also be able to get 
medical attention, thus decreasing 
fatal deaths on the N1. The hospital 
will also ignite the local economy and 
create many more job opportunities in 
various sectors.
3. The refurbished Intensive Care 
Unit at Pelonomi Hospital in 
Heidedal, Mangaung
The Pelonomi Hospital is a Tertiary 
Hospital, providing training for health 
professionals. Access to the hospital 
is mostly by referral from other 
institutions, although there is a casualty 
facility providing for acute emergencies. 
Pelonomi Hospital is also home to 
the Pelonomi Private Hospital which 
is the only private hospital in the Free 
State province situated in a previously 
disadvantaged community area. 
The scope of the project was 
to revitalise and rollout functional 
changes to the existing Intensive 
Care Unit in Block E of the Hospital. 
The value of the project was R47.5m 
and 81 job opportunities were 
created; 18 of these were young 
people; 13 unskilled labourers were 
exposed to new job opportunities 
and 15 received formal building trade 
training. 
4. The Bainsvlei Combined 
School Hostel at Bainvlei, Mangaung
The project is part of a bigger 
Programme, led by the Department of 
Education, to roll out schools hostels 
in elegible farm schools across the 
Province. This will create an enabling 
environment for farm school learners to 
stay in school and continue  education 
as opposed to leaving the schooling 
system to become farm labourers at an 
early age. 
The Bainsvlei population, where the 
school is situated, is approximately four 
thousand and the school currently has 
800 learners enrolled. The scope of the 
project was to construct a new school 
hostel to provide boarding facilities to 
300 learners, 150 girls and 150 boys. 
The project started on 12 March 2012 
and practical completion was taken in 
July 2015. The value of the contract 
was R42m. The project created 135 
work opportunities. This project has 
recently used as a benchmark by the 
Limpopo Provincial Government which 
hopes to deliver such infrastructure in 
the future. 
In collaboration with the Department 
of Education, the Department will 
expand this programme to the 
following schools:
o Trompsburg New Special School in 
Xhariep
o Fouriesburg Breda School in 
Dihlabeng 
o Boitumelong Special School in 
Thaba-Nchu, Mangaung
o Leboneng Special School in 
Welkom, Matjhabeng
Through this project, the 
Department has managed to create 
job opportunities, training youth in 
different trades. There has also been an 
increase in economic activity around 
the project
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5. The Housing Project in 
Ficksburg, Thabo Mofutsanyana  
This project involved the 
construction of housing units in 
Caledon Park, Ficksburg, using the 
labour intensive massification method 
and the department of Public Works 
& Infrastructure’s internal technical 
professional teams. 
Caledon Park is situated between 
the slopes of the Imperani Mountains 
and the west banks of the Caledon 
River in Ficksburg, Setsoto Local 
Municipality. Caledon Park is largely 
populated by a Coloured Community, 
who occupy a relatively old segment 
of the township built by the Apartheid 
Government pre-1994.
The old Apartheid Government-
built houses consisted of one four-
roomed structure (55 square metres), 
sub-divided by a single wall and 
shared between two families, were 
demolished to make way for beautiful 
62 square metre houses. These two-
bedroomed houses have a lounge, a 
kitchen, a full bathroom,  tiled floors, 
a tiled roof, aluminium door frames,  a 
veranda and palisade fencing. 
Perhaps the beautiful story behind 
these houses is that they were built 
using the Department of Human 
Settlement’s housing grant of R137 
thousand per house. These homes 
demonstrate the capability of the 
Department and call into question the 
quality of some of the basic housing 
contractors that have worked with the 
government in the recent past. 
6. The Township Revitalisation 
Programme of the EPWP that has 
been implemented in 16 townships 
across the Province 
The Expanded Public Works 
Programme remains our key 
programme for job creation and 
driving economic growth that meets 
the needs of our people, contributing 
to building sustainable livelihoods. 
We continue to intensify our efforts to 
fight poverty, develop skills and create 
work opportunities. The Department 
of Public Works & Infrastructure is the 
coordinator of all EPWP projects in the 
Province, including municipalities. 
From 2009 to date, EPWP has 
created in excess of 295, 154 work 
opportunities. EPWP is made up of 
various programmes, namely the 
Township Revitalisation Programme; 
Cemetery Cleaning Programme; 
Community Works Programme; Cash-
for-Waste Programme and Contractor 
Development. 
The Township Revitalisation 
Programme is unique to the Province 
of the Free State and involves the 
upgrading of low volume roads from 
gravel to paving utilising interlocking 
pavers to enhance the image of 
infrastructure in the townships. The 
TRP alone has created over 2 845 
work opportunities and has seen over 
70 kms of township streets paved 
across 16 townships since 2011. A total 
of 793 participants have been trained 
on Kerb laying, Concrete Batching 
and Health and Safety. In the 2014/15 
financial year alone, the TRP project 
was successfully implemented in the 
townships in the table on the right.
In this year alone, we have extended 
the TRP project to Winburg, Excelsior, 
Tshiame, Dewersdorp, Wepener, 
Hertzogville and Tweespruit. 
7. Administration 
The achievement of a Clean Audit 
Opinion for the 2014/15 financial year 
is a clear demonstration of the genuine 
commitment of the Department to the 
principles of clean government. The 
Department gradually improved from a 
qualified audit opinion in the 2012/13 
financial year; to an unqualified 
opinion in the 2013/14 financial year 
and finally achieving a Clean Audit in 
the 2014/15 financial year. 
In conclusion
The Department will continue to 
ensure that the Free State’s good story 
is allowed to sustain its presence and 
capture the imagination of the people 
of the Free State and South Africa alike 
by changing their lives for the better. 
Siyaqhuaba! 
Rea Hlasela!
Enquiries can be directed to:
Mlungisi Maqubela
Tel:  051 403 3805
Cell:  083 645 9311
email:  maqubelam@fsworks.gov.za
Supplied by:
Communications & Media Liaison Unit
Public Works & Infrastructure, Room 
146, O.R. Tambo House (former 
Lebohang  Bld) BLOEMFONTEIN  
9300




1 Tumahole, Parys 2.1 km R23m 122
2 Mokwallo, Vredefort 10.4 km R62m 341
3 Ntswanatsatsi, Cornelia 6.3 km R24m 233
4 Marabastad, Kroonstad 7.1 km R35m 213
5 Itumeleng, Jagersfontein 5.6 km R35m 185
6 Meloding, Virginia 2.1 km R23m 122
7 Phomolong, Hennenman 4.7 km R21m 152
8 Batho, Bloemfontein 5.8 km R44m 242
9 Leratswana, Arlington 4.0 km R34m 292
10 Kutlwanong, Odendaalsrus 1.4 km R15m 139
11 Thaba-Nchu 4.4 km R27m 270
12 Nyakallong, Allanridge 2.2 km R23m 194
13 Bolokanang, Petrusburg 2.1 km R23 122
14 Phiritona, Heilbron 1.6 km R19m 80
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